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For us, in forgiving our fins; the latter, to tha 


hearts. 


Jonn iii. 7. 


# 


Ye muſt be born again. 


14. IF any dottrines within the whole combat 


chriſtianity may be properly termed nge. 


mental, they are doubtleſs thete two, the 4: /:1;., 
of Juſtification, and that of the New Birth be 
former relating to that great work, which Go ig; 


work, which God does in us, in renewing hy 
fallen nature, In order of time, neither of ele 


before the other: in the moment we are julio. by 


the grace of God, through the redemption an,; 
in Jeſus, we are allo born of the Spirit but in 044; 


f thinking, as it is termed, juſtification precedes 


the new birth, We firſt conceive his wrath e he 
turned away, and then his Spirit to work in ow 


2. How great importance then muſt it be f 
every child of man, thoroughly. to underſtand theſe 
fundamental doctrines? From a full convitiion sf 
this, many excellent men have wrote very [arc 


concerning juſtification, explaining every poin; re- 


lating thereto, and opening the icript»:es which 
treat upon it. Many likewiſe have wrote on the 


new birth; and ſome of them largely enough © but 


yet not ſo clearly as might have been defired ; nor 
fo deeply and accurately; having either given 


dark, abſtruſe account of it, or a {ſhght and Hiper. 
Fcial one, Therefore a full, and at the lame ru 
à clear account of the new birth ſcems to bo wire | 


[ F 


ing ſtill; ſuch as may enable us to give a 


tory anſwer to theſe thieequeſtions, Firjt, Wh 


V3 ag #44 


("8-3 


wo be born again? What is the e of this 
3 of the new birth ? Secondly, How muit we 

e born again? What is the nature of the News- 

Pink? And, Thirdly, wherefore muſt we be born. 
again? To what end is it neceſſary? Thele quet- 
hons, by the aſſiſtance of God, 1 {hall briefly and 
\ainly anſwer, and then bibjoin a few inlerences 
hich h will naturally follow. 


| F 
* 


I. 1. And Firſt, why muſt we be born again? 
What is the foundation of this doctrine? The 
tundation of it hes near as deep as the creation of 
the & ors : in the ſcriptural account whereof we 
ſead, And God, the three- One Cod, far whe” Let us 
a e. man in our mage, aftey our likeneſs, So God 
coated man in Ms own image, in the image { God 
created he him, not barely in his nt ral ima age, 4 | 
picture of his own immortal y. a {piritual being, | 14 
endued with underſtanding, freedom of wil! and | 
various affections: nor merely in his politic * 
the governor of this lower world, having domi nie 
over the fi ies of the fea, and over all the earth ; 45 
chiefly in his moral image, which according te the 
Apoſtle, 1s * rig hite eouſnefs and true holineſs, In chi- 
image of God was men made, God is loves ac. 
cordit noly man at kis creation was full of love: 
which was the ſole principal of all his tempers, 
thoughts, words, and actions. God is ful! of juſtice, 
me v and truth: ſo was man as he came trom the ol 
bandes of his Creator, God eis ſpotleſs purity: and 
& man was in the beginning pure frpm every ln. 
fil blot, Qtherwile God could. not have pro- | 14 
nounced. Him, as well as the other WON s of his | 
hende, & very good, This he could not hays been, | 
had he not been pure from fin, and 5 led with 
1shteouſneſs and tive holineſs, For there is no 
medium : : if we ſuppoſe an intelligent creature, not 
to love God, not to be righteous and hc ly, we hon 
cel larily ſuppoſe him not to be good at all: much 
leſs to be very good. | | 


Gen. i. 26, 27. 


1 Eph, iv, 24. Cen, i, 31. 8 
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2. But although man was made in the imac 
God, yet he was not made immutable, This wv 11, 
have been inconſiitent with that ſtate of tri), 
which {od was pleaſed to place him. He u 
thereiore created able to ftand, and yet liable e 
fall, And this God himſelf apprized him cf, and 
gave him a ſolemn warning againſt it. N-ye-. 
theleſs man did not abide in honour 5. he fell tro js 
high eſtate. He ate of the tree whereof the Lold 
dad commanded him, thou ſhale not eat three}, Ry 
this wilful act of diſobedience to his Creator, this 
flat rebellion againſt his Sovereign, he openly de. 
clared, that he would no longer have God oe 
ever him: that he would be governed by li: 
own will, and not the will of him that 
ereated him; and that he would not ſec! |; 
happineſs in God, but in the world, in +: 
works of his hands, Now God had told Him 
before, In the day that thou eateſt of that fruit, ho; 


fhalt ſurely die. And the word of the Lord can 


be broken. Accordingly in that day he did die: 
he died to God, the moſt dreadful of all deaths, 
Ile loſt the life of God: he was ſeparated from 
him, in union with whom his ſpiritual life con. 
ſiſted. The body dies, when it is ſeparated om 
the foul: the ſoul, when it is ſeparated from (4 
Eut this ſeparation from God Adam ſuſtained in 


the day, the hour he ate of the forbidden tru, 


And of this he gave immediate proof; prejeni!y 
_ Thewing by his behaviour, that the love of G0 
extinguiſhed in his ſoul, which was now atten ate 
from the life of God, _ Inſtead of this, he was now 
under the power of ſervile fear, ſo that he ed 
from the preſence of the Lord, Vea, ſo little d! 
retain even of the knowledge of bim, WhO f a 
heaven and earth, that he endeavoured to * de 
felf from the Lord God, among the trees of the garden. 
So had he loſt both the knowledge andihe love of 
God, without which the image of God could vo. 


10 fubſiſt. Of this therefore he was deprived at the 
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{me time, and became unholy as well as unhappy, 
in the room of this, he ſunk into pride and ſelf- 
will, the very image of the devil, and into ſenſual 
appetites and deſires, the image of the beaſts that 

eriih, ae | 

3. If it be ſaid, “ Nay, but that threatening. In tie 
day that thou eateſt thereof thou fhalt ſurely die, re- 
fers to temporal death and that alone, to the death 
of the body only; the aniwer is plain; to affirm 
this, is flatly and palpably to make God a liar; to 
aver that the God of truth poſitively aftrmed a 
thing contrary to truth. For it is evident, Adam 
did not die in this ſenſe, in the day that he ate thereof, 
He lived in the ſenſe oppoſite to his death, above 
nine hundred years after. So that this cannot poſe 


ſihly be underitood of the death of the body, with 


out impeaching the veracity of God. It muſt there. 

fre be under ſtood of ſpiritual death, the loſs of the 
lie and image of God, | | 

g. And in Adam all died, all human-kind.. all the 
children of men who were then in Adam's loins. 
The natural conſequence of this is, that every one 
deſcended from him, comes into the world ſpirits 
tally dead, dead to God, wholly dead in fins en- 
tirely void of the life of God, void of the image of 
God, of all that righteouſneſs and hotneſs, wherein 
Adam was created. Initead of this, every man 
born into the world, now bears the image of the 
devil, in pride and ſelf-will; the image of the beaſt; 
in fenlual appetites and defires, This then is the 
toundation of the new birth, the entire corruption 


of our nature, Hence it is, that being born in fon, 


we mult be born again. Hence every one that is 


born of a woman,. mult be born of the Spirit of 
- LS | 


an 
0e. 


II. 2. But how muſt a man be born again ? What 


is the nature of the new birth? This is the ſecond - 


queſtion, Anda queſtion it is, of the highelt mo- 
ment ihat can be conceived, We ought not therefore 
in ſo welghty a concern, to be content with a ſlight 
enquiry ; but to examine it with all poſſible care, 
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nature: Which, 


blowing of 3 wird * 


(6) 

and to ponder it in our hearts, till we fully ander. 
ſtand this important point, and clearly ſee, how we 
are to be born again, 

2. Not that we are to expect any minute, ph 
85 5 5 account of the manner how this is 4 
Our Lord lufficiently guards us againſt any 1; 
expettation, by the words immediately follows 
the text: wherein he ous . 
indiſputable a fact, as any in the Whole come or 
not withllacding, the wiſel: man 
under the fun is not able fully to explain, 7%, 
wind bloweth where it liſteth, not by thy 710 er ot 
wiſdom, and thou heare 0 ths Joun, thereof yy 


abſolutely aſſured, beyond all doubt. that i oth 


blow. But thou canſt not tell whence it comet}; . 
ther whither it goeth, The preciſe manner kow it 
begins and ends, riſes and falls, no man can. 


So ig every ane that is born, of © the Spirit. F 
mayſt be as 


it is done, how the Holy Spirit works this! 4:4 
foul, neither thou nor the wiſe of the child, 
men is able to explain. 
g. lowever it ſufkces for. every rational an 
chriſtian purpoic, 
curious, critical enquiries, we can give a pla 
ſcriptural account of the nature of the new bath 
This will ſatisfy every reaſonable man, who 
fires only he ſalvation of his ſoul, The 
reſſion, being born again, was not firſt uſed by gut 
Lord in the converſation with Nicodenius, {t wag 
well known before that time, and was in common 
uſe among the Jews, when our Saviour apnearcd 
among them. When an adult heathen was 
viriced, that the Jewih religion was of God. 
defired to join therein, it was the cuſtom to Ko 
tize him firſt, before he was admitted to circum. 
cihon, And when he was baptized, he was 


to be born again: by which they meant, hatte 
who was before a child of the devik was noh 


adopted into the family of God, and accounted c 


ablolutely aſſured of the fact, as of he 
but the preciſe ma: INer now 


that without deſcendir E Into 
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of his children. This expreſſion therefore which 


Nicodemus being a teacher in Iſrael, ought to have 
underſtood well, our Lord uſes in converſing with 


bim: only in a ſtronger ſenſe than he was àaccuſ- 


med to. And this might be the reaſon of his 
aking. how can theſe things be? They cannot be 
literally, A man cannot enter a ſecond time into his 
mother's womb, and be born. But they may, ſpi- 


ritually, A man way be born from above, born of 


God, born of the Spirit in a manner which bears 
4 very near analogy to the natural birth. 


4, Before a child is born into the world, he has 


eres, but ſees not: he has ears, but dogs not hear, 
Ile has a very imperfett uſe of any other ſenſe, He 
has no knowledge of any of the things of the world, 
or any natural underſtanding, To that manner of 
exiſtence which he then has, as we do not ever: give 
the name of life, It is then only when a man is 
born, that we ſay he begins to live. For as ſoon 
is he is born, he begins to fee the light, aud the 


various objects with which he is encompaſled, His 


ears are then opened, and he hears the ſounds which 


ſacceſhvely ſtrike upon them. Atthe ſame time all 


the other organs of ſenſe begin to be exerci{ed upon 
their proper objects. He likewiſe breathes and 
lives in a manner wholly different from what he 
dd before, How exattly doth the parallel hold, 
in ail theſe inſtances? While a man is in a mere 
natural tate, before he is born of God, he has, in a 
ſpiritual ſenſe, eyes and ſees not; a thick impene- 
table veil lies upon them, He has cars, but hears 
not, he is r Beat to what he is moſt of all 
concerned to hear. His other ſpiritual ſenſes are 
all locked up; he is in the ſame condition as if he 
had them not. Hence he has no knowledge of 


God, no intercourſe with him; he is not at all 


acquarnted with him. He bas no true knowledge 
df the things of God, either of ſpiritual or eternal 
lhings, Therefore though he is a living inan, he 
5a dead chriſtian. But as ſoon as he is born of 
Coch there is a total change in all theſe particulars, 
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The eyes of his underſtanding are opened, {ch igt 


the i 
language of the great Apoſtle :) and he wh g old 1 
commanded light to ſhine out 0 darkneſs, fling; 0 

A is heart, he lees the light of the glory of God, his Nat 


were love, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. earg wh 
eing opened, he is now capable of hearing the int 
inward voice of God, ſaying, 6: of good cher Þ 


fins are forgiven tice: go and fun no more. his iz wr 
the purport of what God ſpeaks to his heart + . of | 
though perhaps not in theſe very words. fie; wh 
now ready to hear whatfoever he that teach!) » 1 eon 
knowledge is pleaſed from time to time to c 1 wol 
him. He feels in his heart (to uſe the language hun 
of our Church) the mighty working of the S of wall 
God:“ not in a groſs, carnal ſenſe, as the mc for 


the world ſtupidly and wilfully miſunderſtand the whe 


expreſſion : though they have been told again aud into 
again, we mean thereby neither more nor le an the 
this—he feels, is inwardly ſenſible of the praces, born 
which the Spirit of God works in his heart. Us 

feels, he is conſcious of a peace which pafeth 1 in. [ 


derſtanding, He many times feels luch 2 joy in ſide r 


| God, as 1s un pea tale and full of glory. He feels birth 
the love of God fhed avroad in his heart by N e to w. 
- Ghoſt which is given unto him. And all his {pIritual again 
ſenles are then exercifed_ to diſcern ſpiritual 111 eee 
evil, By the uſe of theſe he is daily incroaling in bolir 
the knowledge of God, of Jeſus Chriſt won he bare 
hath ſent, and of all the things pertaining to his how 
inward kingdom, And now he may be overly perfo 
ſaid to lives God having quickened him singe 
Spirit, he is alive to God through Telus Chili, Ho WW other 
lives a life which the world knoweth not of, eus. 
life which is hid with Chriſt in God. Go! is con. tempe 
tinually breathing, as it were, upon his ſou and 2 con 
his foul is breathing unto God, Grace is w/c de MB vi he 
ing into his heart, and prayer and praiſe alc-1/ing MM nu 
to heaven. And by this intercourſe beten every 
God and man, this fellowſhip with the Father ede. 
the Son, as by a kind of ſpiritual reſpiration; the a love 
10 


life of God in the foul is ſuſtained: and che chil 


* 


6-9-7; 


o God grows up, till he comes to the Full meafure of = ' 
the ſtaturt of Chriſt. | | : 1 | 
5. From hence it manifeſtly appears, what is the 
nature of the new birth, It is that great change 
which God works in the {oul, when he brings 1t 
into life; when he raiſes it from the death of fin, 
to the life of righteouſneſs, It is the change 
wrought in the whole ſoul by the Almighty Spirit 
of God, when it is created anew in Chriſt jelus, 
when it is renewed after the image of God, in righ-. 
teuſneſs and true holineſs ; when the love of the 
world is changed into the love of God, pride into 
humility, paſſion into meekneſs; hatred, envy, 
malice, into a ſincere, tender, diſintereſted love 
for all mankind, In a word, it is that change 
whereby the earthly, ſenſual, deviliſi mind is turned 
into the mind which was in Chriſ}, ſeſus. This is 
the nature of the new birth, &o 15 every one that 75 


born of the Spirit. 


III. 1. It is not difficult for any who bas con- 
ſidered theſe things, to ſee the neceſſity of the new 
birth, and to anſwer the third queſtion, wherelore, 
to what end 1s it neceflary that we ſhould be born 
again? It is very eaſily diſcerned, that this is ne- 
cellary, firſt, in order to holineſs, For what is 
holineſs, according to the oracles of God? Not a 
bare external religion, a round of outward duties, 
now many ſoever they be, and how exactly foever 
performed, No: goſpel-holineſs is no leſs than the 
mage of God ſtamped upon the heart. It is no 
other than the whole mind which was in Chriſt. 
jetus, It conſiſts of all heavenly affections and 
tempers mingled together in one. It implies ſuch _ 
acontinual, thankfui love, to him who hath not 
with-heid from us his Son, his only Son, as makes it 
natural, and in a manner necellary tc us, to love 
every child of man: as fills us with bowels of 
merits, kindneſs, gentleneſs, long-fuffering, It is ſuch 
Liove of God as teaches us to be blameleſs in all 
manner of converſation , as enables us to preſent 

| X . Our 


till by the power of the higheſt overſhadow:, 


be born again, 


07 14S * 
our ſouls and bodies, all we are, and all w: have, 
all our thoughts, words and actions, a contin] 
facrifice to God, acceptable through Chri!i jeſus, 
Now this holinels can have no exiſtence. ti! ve 
are renewed in the image of our mind. {i can 
commence in the ſou}, chat change, be wn. 


. 


Ws are brought from darknejs to light, from ti. 1, 


of Satan unto God: that is, till we are burn e 


which therefore is abſolutely necelilaty in 9 
to holinets, 185 | 

2. But without Jiolineſs no man ſhall fee the | on 
ſhall ſee the face of God in glory. Ot conleyiicncn 
the new birth is abſolutely neceffary, in ora, 
eternal ſalvation. Men may indeed fatter tom 
ſelves (o deſperately wicked and ſo detceitful 
the heart of man!) that they may live in thei: {ng 


till they come to the lait gaſp, and yet afterwards 


live with God. And thouſands do really believe 


er 


8 | 1 } 
that they have found a broad way which leadeth not 


to deftrufiion, What danger, ſay they, cen 2 wo. 
man be in, that is fo harms and lo virticy; 
Wbat fear is there that lo honefl a man, one of 19 
ſtrift morality, ſhould raiſs of heaven ?£ Elpectally, 


atover and above all this, they conſtantly acid 


on church and ſacrament. One of theſe wi! 1; 
with all aſſurance, + What, ſhall not I do as ll 


as my neighþours?” Ves, as well as your wn oly 


neighbouis: as well as your neighbours that ein 
their ſias. For you will all drop into the pit 19. 
gether, into the nethermoſt hell, You will al! !je 
together in the lake of fire, the lake of fire burning 
with, brimſtone. Then, at length you will {ec bl 
God grant you may ſee it before!) the neceſli'y of 
holineſs in order to glory; and conſequent, of 
the new birth, fince none can be holy, ec e 


3. For the ſame reaſon, except he be born 447 


none can be happy even in this world. For it is 20! 
| poſſible, in the natiuie 01 things, that a man 12.2116 


a 
D 
5 


be happy Who 1 is mot holy. 
godly poet could tell us, 


Nemo matus felix: 


No wicked man is happy. The reaſon is plain. 
All unholy tempers are uncaſy teispers. 


lions, if not kept within due bounds, give a thou- 
land times more pain than pleaſure. Even hope, when 
deferred (and how often mult this be the caſe ?) 
maketh the heart fuck, And every defire, which is 
us through with many forr 0w3, And all thote ge- 
neral ſources of ſin, pride, {elf-will and idolatry, 
are in the fame proportion as they prevail, veneral 
ſources of miſery. Therefore as long as theſe reign 
in any foul, happine eſs has no place there, But 
they muſt reign, till the bent of our nature is 
changed, that 1s, till we are born again. Cont 

quenily, the new birth is abſolutely nece{ ary in 


order to happineſs in this w 'orld, as well as in the 
world to come. 


Nn. 


IV. propoſed in the laſt place, to ſab; join A few 


inferences which naturally follow from: the pre- 


ceding obſervations. 


15 And, firſt, It follows that baptiſm is not the 
new bicth ; they are not one and the fame thing, 
Many indeed ſeem to imagine, they are juſt the 


ſane; at leaſt, they ſpeak as if they thought fo: 
but 1 do not know, that this opinion 18 publicly 


ever, Certainly it is not by any within theſe kings 


5 
doms, whether of the eitabl: thed church, or of thote 
who dilfent from it. 


clearly declared, 2 
„% What are the Parte of a ſacrament 7. A. The parts 


14 2 16g. 165. 


* 
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Even the poor un». 


Not only. 


malice, hatred, envy, jealoaſy, revenge, ereate a 
preſent hell in the brealt ; but even the foſter paſ- 


not according to the will of God, is liable to pierce 


avowed, by any denomination of chriſtians whats 


The judgment of the latter is 
in their large Calechiſm; 0. 


ol 


of a ſacrament are two: the one, an outward 3% 


being an act of man, puriſying the body; the other 


(18) 


ſenſible ſign; the other an inward. and fpir/;,,, 
grace thereby ſignified, Q. What is baptiſm ? 
A. Baptiſm is a ſacrament, wherein Chriſt Ha}, 
dained the waſking with water, to be a {ign an: en 
of regeneration by his Spirit.“ Here'it is maniſeh 
baptiſm, the ſign, is ores of as diſtintt from rege. 
neration, the thing ſignified, _ 5 
In the Church-catechiſm likewiſe, the judgment 
of our Church is declared with the utmoſt cle els, 
« What meaneſt thou by this word, Sacreimemf 
mean an outward and vifible ſign of au ad 


and ſpiritual grace. What is the outward pan . 


form in baptiſm? Water, wherein the pere 
baptized, in the name of the Father, Sen, and Hg! 
'Ghoſt, What is the inward part, or thing ſign bed, 
A death unto fin, and a new birth unto rig!1(-c 14 
neſs.” Nothing therefore is plainer, that, «cod. 
ing to the Church of England, baptiſm is nut the 
new birth, 1 | l 
gut indeed the reaſon o the thing 1s ſo clear ang 
evident, as not to necd any other authority. t 
what can be more plain, than that the one is ar 
external, the other an internal work? Thatihe oe 
is a viſible, the other an inviſible thing, an there. 
fore wholly different from each other: the one 
a change wrought by God in the foul, So tha the 
former is juſt as diſtinguiſhable from the lade 2 
the ſoul from the body, or water from the io; 
Ghoſt, 4 
2. A ſecond inference, which we may draw iron 
what has been obſerved, is, that the new birth {$19 
the ſame with ſanctihcation. This is indeeg en 
for granted by many; particularly by an eminen! 
writer, in his late treatiſe on “ the Nature and 


Grounds of Chriſtian Regeneration,” To ways (c 


veral other weighty objections, which might be 
| 


made to that tract, this is a palpable one: it a)! lung 
ipeaks of regeneration as a progreſſive work, (4 


ried On in the ſoul by flow degrees, from he tine! 
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true of ſanctification; but of regeneration, the 
new birth, it is not true. This is a part of ſancti- 
kcation, not the whole ; it is the gate of it, the en- 
trance into it. When we are born again, then 
our ſanctification, our inward and outward holi- 
nels, begins. And henceforward we zre gradually 
to grow up in Aim, who is our Head, This exprel- 
ion of the Apoſtle admirably illuſtrates the differ- 


out the exact analogy there is between natural and 
ſpiritual things. A child is born of a woman in a 
noment, or at leaſt in a very ſhort time, Alterward 
he gradually and ſlowly grows, till he attain to the 
{ature of a man. In like manner, a child is born of 
God in a ſhort time, if not in a moment, But it is 
by low degrees that he afterward grows up to the 
meafure of the full ſtature of Chriſt, The fame re- 
lation therefore, Which there is between our natural 


birth and our growth, there is alſo between our 


new birth and our fanftification, 
3. One point more we may learn from the pre- 


tedimg obſervations, But it is a point of fo great 


importance, as may excuſe the Fe the 
more carefully, and proſecuting it at fome Tength, 


gie ved that any of them ſhould periſh, ſay to one 
whom he fecs living in ſabbath-breaking, drunken 
neſs, or any other wilful ſin? What can he lay, if 
he foregoing obſervations are lrue, but you muſt be 
born again. No, ſays a zealous man, that can- 
not be, How can you talk ſo uncharitably to 
he man? Has he not been baptized already? He 
cannot be born again now.“ Can he not be born 
man? Do you affirm this? Then he cannot be 
aved, Though he be as old as Nirodemus was, yet 
cept ke be born again, he cannot fre the kingdom of 
0%, Therefore in ſaying, © he cannot be born 
pan,” you in * deliver him over to damnation, 
end where lies We uncharitbleneſs now P On my 

. or on yours? 1 oy he may be born again, 


of our firſt turning to God, This is undeniably 


ence between one and the other, and farther points 


What muſt one who loves the touls of men,, and is 


aud 
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had the uſe of reaſon, conlecrated to God the 
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and ſo become an heir of ſalvation, You lay, he 
cannot be born again,” And if ſo, he mat in. 
evitably periſh, So you utterly block up bis way 
to ſalvation, and ſend him to hell out of mere 
charity! 

But perhaps the ſinner himſelf, to whom in real 
charity we ſay, „yon muſt be born again, as been 
taught to ſay, I defy your new doctriue; I nee 
not be born again, I was born again, When I ya; 
baptized, What! Would you have me deny gs 
baptiſm!” J anſwer, firſt, there is nothing inge, 
heaven which can excuſe a lie. Otherwiſe I no 
ſay to an open finner, if you have been baptized 
do not own it, For how highly does this aggravate 
your guilt? How will it increaſe your dam: 
nation? Were you devoted to God at eight davs 
old, and have you been all thele years ods ug 
yourſelf to the devil? Were you, even before 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ? And have 
ever ſince you had the uſe of it, been flying i- 
face of God, and conſecrating yourſelf to Satan] 
Does the abomination of delolation, che luz of 
the world, pride, anger, luſt, fooliſh delire, and a 
whole train of vile affections, ſtand where it ouch 
not? Have you'let up all theſe accurſed 111-5 11 
that ſoul, which was once a tempie of the Holy ; Gl: hol 
Set apart for a habitation of God through the Spirit? 
Vea, ſolemnly given up to him ? And do v ory 
in this, that you once belonged to God * © be 
aſhamed! Bluſh! Hide yourſelf in the cath! 
Never boaſt more of what ought to fill you | FA 
confuſion, to make vou aſhamed before God 
man! I anſwer, ſecondly, you have already 00 
your baptiſm: : and that in the moſt effeQual » 
ner, You have denied it a thouſand an a 
thouſand times; and you do fo {till day by Gay 
For in your baptiſm, you renounced the devi! ani 
all his works. Whenever therefore you give 7:4ce 
to him again, wherever you do anF of the works 0! 
the devil, then you deny your — Therefore 
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„ | 
you deny it by every wilful fin: by every aft of 


"-cleanneſs, drunkenneſs, or revenge; by every 
obſcene or profane word; by every oath that 
comes out of your mouth, Every time you profane 
the day of the Lord, you thereby deny your bap- 
un: yea, every time you do any thing to another, 
which you would not he ſhould do to you, 1 
inſwer, thirdly, be you baptized or unbaptized, 
von mult be born again. Otherwiſe it is not 
gollible vou ſhould be inwardly holy: and with. 
out in ward as well as outward holineſs, you cannot 
de happy even in this world: much lels in the 
world to come. Do you fay, ® Nay, but 1 do no 
harm to any man: J am honeſt and juſt in all my 
dealings; I do not curſe, or take the Lord's name 
in vain ; I do not profane the Lord's-day : J am no 
drunkard : I do not ſlander my neighbour, nor live * 
in any wilful fin,” Ik this be fo, it were much to | 
be withed, that all men went as far as you do, But 
you muſt go farther yet, or you cannot be ſaved : 4 
{i}] you muſt be born again, Do you add, I do | x 
70 farther yet; for | rat only do no harm, but do 
il! the good I can,” I doubt that fact; I fear vou 
have had a thouſand opportunities of doing good, a F 
which you have ſuffered to pals by unimproved, | 5 
and lor which therefore you are accountable to | 
God, But if you had improved them all, if you 
really had done all the good you pollibly could to 
all men, yet this does not at all alter the caſe: ſtill 
you muſt be born again. Without this, nothing A 
will do any good to your poor, ſinful, polluted RT”! 
foul, “ Nay, but I conſtantly attend all the ordi- | 
nances of God: J keep to my church angl facra- 
ment,” It is welt you do. But all this will not 
keep you from hell, except you be born again, Go 
to church twice a day, go to the Lord's table every 
week, ſay ever ſo many prayers in private, read Ws 
ever ſo many good books, ſtill you muſt be born ö 
again: none of theſe things will ſtand in the place | 
ol the new birth: no, nor any thing under heaven, 
Lei this therefore, if you lnve not already expe- 
| FO. Ee rienced 
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0 i fav rd; ork "of. God, . Your” ceu- 
tin ua ayer, Lord, add this to all thy blo; ng 

N . uin. Deny whatever thou Pie [sf 
but deny not A let me he born from above. Tate 
\ away whatſbever ſeemeth thee good, repot in, 
fortune, friends, health. Only give me this, be 
born f the oe: 7 Toi feceived among the c chil. 
dren ofiyGot!, Let me be, born, not pf - Farr, 760 

i fed, but incorru "4th by the. word of G whieh 
troeth and huet . 


> 
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And then hin me da ly 
grow in grace, ard in n the dnoad-ge of aur: Lord n. 
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